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SUBJECT : SOVIET PRESIDENT PODGORNY'S PROPOSED VISIT TO DAR AND 
STATUS DOS SANTOS 

REF: LOURENCO MARQUES 1108 
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1. SOVIET AMBASSADOR SLIPCHENKO TOLD ME OVER WEEKEND THAT 
PROPOSED VISIT OF PODGORNY ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED DECEMBER 1974 
HAS NOW SLIPPED AND THAT NEW DATES HAVE NOT YET BEEN AGREED 
UPON. HE ATTRIBUTED SLIPPAGE TO TRAVELS OF OTHER SOVIET LEADERS 
AND REQUIREMENT FOR PODGORNY TO BE "CLOSE TO HOME". 

2. WE NOTE WITH INTEREST SPECULATION PARA 4 REFTEL SUGGESTING 
THAT FRELIMO PRESIDENT MACHEL RESERVING MAJOR FOREIGN POLICY 
CONTACTS FOR HIMSELF TO EXCLUSION OF FRELIMO VP MARCELINO DOS 
SANTOS. AS ADDRESSEES WILL REMEMBER, DOS SANTOS WAS HERETO- 
FORE CONSIDERED THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS EXPERT IN FRELIMO BUT IT 

IS TRUE THAT DIPLOMATIC RUMOR MILL HERE HAS IT THAT MACHEL IS NOW 
PERSON FOR FOREIGN OFFICIALS TO CONTACT RATHER THAN DOS SANTOS. 
WE ARE WATCHING THIS DEVELOPMENT AND WILL REPORT AFTER THERE 
HAS BEEN MORE TIME TO OBSERVE THE SITUATION. 

CARTER 
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